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                    HIDDEN SQUARES
Tutor Instructions

Objective:

To encourage participants to dig deeper into problems, and visualize them from a different perspective; to see not only the whole but also various combinations of parts.
Procedure:

Participants are provided with a visual drawing of a large square divided as shown below.  They are then directed to quickly count the total number of squares seen, and report that number orally.

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Key:

The correct answer is 30, developed as follows;

1 whole square

16 individual squares

9 squares of 4 units each

4 squares of 9 units each
Discussion Questions:

1. 
What factors prevent us from easily obtaining the correct answer?


We stop at the first answer, we work too fast.
2.
How is this task like other problems we often face?

Many parts comprise the whole.
3.
What can we learn from this illustration that can be applied to other problems

Materials Required:

A flipchart, transparency or handout  with the figure found on the following page.
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