THE FARMER’S LAND REQUEST
Tutor Instructions and answer
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Objective:

To encourage creative thought.
Key:
Stratifying (partitioning) a larger problem into smaller pieces and rearranging a mental set into a different view.
Procedure:

Provide each participant with a handout illustrating the shape of a piece of land (see following page).  

Explain the task:

To subdivide a farmer’s property upon his death into four pieces of equal size and shape for distribution to his four offspring.  All land given to each offspring must be adjoining itself (e.g., it cannot be distributed piecemeal). The following is the key;
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	

	
	


Discussion Questions:

1. 
What previous experiences have you had that made it more difficult/easier for you to solve this problem?
2.
What general problem type is this?  What other problems are like this?
3.
What general principle(s) could you invoke to aid you in solving future problems of a similar nature?
Materials Required:

Design found on the following page; master key available for distribution via chalkboard, overhead, flipchart or handout.
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