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THE “IX”  EXERCISE”

Teacher insructions and answers

Objective:

To illustrate that problem-solving may not be as difficult as it initially may seem.

Procedure:

Draw the symbol “ IX “ on a chalkboard or flipchart (or use the figure found on the following page).  Ask the group members to make a 6 (six) out of the symbol with the use of only one line.

The correct answer is SIX.

Most people will assume the answer would be more difficult and are surprised to see such a simple solution.  Further, most in the audience will assume the answer would have to do with the Roman numeral IX (9) and therefore will find it difficult to see another kind of solution.

Discussion Questions:

1. 
How many interpreted the IX to be the Roman numeral for “g”?

2.
What is the impact of our assumption about the nature of a problem?

3.
What lessons for problem-solving and creativity can we draw from this exercise?

Materials Required:

Chalkboard, flipchart, or handout using the figure on the following page.

APPROXIMATE TIME REQUIRED:  5 MINUTES
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