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THE MISPLACED DOT
Objective:

To be able to judge an object (person) in terms of its relevant dimensions, whilst screening out the irrelevant dimensions.
Key:
To avoid being virtually influenced by the converging lines at the apex of the triangle.
Procedure:

Display the triangle found on the following page to the participants via handout or visual aid.  Ask them to assess whether the dot is;
a. Closer to the top than the base of the triangle
b. Closer to the base than the top of the triangle

c. Midway between the top and the base (the correct answer)

Alternatives:

Provide a blank triangle; direct the participants to place a dot midway between the top and the bottom.  Then either display a correctly placed dot and measure the participants accuracy by the overlay of a triangle with a vertical scale marked in deviations of 10% from the correct dot, or ask the participants to physically measure (with a ruler) the actual distance from the dot to the top and bottom.
Discussion Questions:

1. 
Why were you relatively accurate (inaccurate) in this task?
2.
What are some illustrations of real-life constraints that affect your perception of events?
3.
How can we overcome (prevent) such forces?
Materials Required:

Handout or transparency with the figure found on the following page.
APPROXIMATE TIME REQUIRED:  5 MINUTES PLUS DISCUSSION
